1637] LE JEUNE'S RELATION, 1637 61

[191] CHAPTER XIII.

OF THE ORDER OBSERVED IN THE SEMINARY, AND
SOME PARTICULARS RELATING TO
THE SEMINARISTS.

HERE is nothing so difficult as to control the
T tribes of America. All these Barbarians have
the law of wild asses,—they are born, live,

and die in a liberty without restraint; they do not
know what is meant by bridle or bit. With them,
to conquer one’s passions is considered a great joke,
while to give free rein to the senses is a lofty Philos-
ophy. The Law of our Lord is far removed from
this dissoluteness; it gives us boundaries and pre-
scribes limits, outside of which we cannot step with-
out offending God and reason. Now it is very hard
to place this yoke, although it is very mild and easy,
upon the necks of people who make a profession of
not submitting to anything, either in heaven or upon
earth; I say it is very hard, but not impossible. In
fact, I am convinced that it is beyond the power and
skill of men, but that it is very easy to God. [192]
We are astonished to see how wild young men, ac-
customed to follow their own caprices, place them-
selves under subjection, with so much meekness, that
there seems to be nothing so pliant as a Huron Semi-
narist. Not that it does not require great skill, gen-
tleness, and remarkable patience to manage them,—
for to employ harshness towards these Nations is to
throw them into rebellion. I believe, indeed, that



